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SPOTLIGHT: AN ARTFUL FRIDAY
It's the third Friday of the month, focusing on emenging talent curated Installations jess Meidinger
mnmmﬂwmatm by the: Kansas City-based Your Face mew'M“ﬁ e
spaces of the Urban artists collecthve, with a reception Stick around afterparty
Culture Project. The Pani, th and from 5 1o X0 tonight. I'ru-ng;;lmlﬂrg:natm
Mﬁm&m‘ﬂwm In the same time frame Paragraph, Cuthwe Projact's new Boley space,
Mornster,” a national group show 23 E Lth 5t, will open *Trajectones:

L2th and Wainut.

HISTORY ILLUMINATED

Exhibit of black artists
explores moments
of joy and heartbreak

Bg' ALICE THGQRSON
The Kansas City Star

he inaugural exhibit at Pat Jordan's new
Town House Gallery in downtown Kansas
City. Kan, focuses on Sgurative works offer-
B ing metaphor and commentary about black
role of the mythical white auctoneer, even as me
sensitivity of (he artist's portrayal offers plenty of
grounds to resist. It's a delicate balance, but Po-
wedll strikes it perfectly.

Powell, whose small watercolor “Knight Sacri-
fice™ depicts a seated man at a chessboard as a
metaphor for the game of life, is president of the
Light in the Cther Room group of black Kansas
City artists. The exhibit features works by four
other members — Ed Hogan, Ben Mercer, Joseph
L. Smith and Anthony High — whom Jordan has

r White and Cathy

KansafTity, :
represented by Individual por-
ts and a collaborative piece, “Jazz” "Jazz" is &
callection of portrait vignettes of the greats, in-
lding Billie Holliday, Dizzy Gillespie, B.B. King
ArTTIaErlie Parker. rendered in pencil
~Tazz" and "Bid em in" exemplify the strong
historfcal bent of this show"s artists, who also illu-

ﬂmj'@mgm&mﬁ —— Ing,
~~The exhibit marks J 5 _ntroduction of

minate some of the Iess familiar comers of black

s TT e e Nin lismbninmn  masdensm

nudes he has embedded in the bark.
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All of these artists showcase their facllity with
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" OPENINGS -+
& RECEPTIONS.

SLOPPY SLOBEERING MONSTER
AND STUDNO RESIDENCY
PROGRAM, OPEN STUDIOS!
Reception, 510 pm. Sept. I7:
noon-3 p.m, Thursday, Saturday;
closes Oct. 23. The Bank, lith

. 2nd Baltimore. (816-221-5115)
purn. Morday-Thursday, 2:30
am.5 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 1-5

per Club® and “Stage Left.” varied media and styles. Meroerg"shrea.'list “Lady of p.m Smgach;ose;th»v. 1,
Stage Left was a Chicago speakeasy; the Rever-  the "30s," a three-quarter-length portrait ren- Kansas City. Kan,, Public Library,

end Joy's place was “an old speakeasy in KCX,” - dered in pencil, lingers lovingly on the elderly Argentine Efm?i%%ﬂm

Hogan said, “where ministers would serve alco- woman's old sweater and intense expression. In Tﬂﬂr@%zz' )

hol after church. All over the city, speakeasies  his pastel “Siesta,” on the other hand, Mercer ab- mm'mmmm"

were nun by ministers in the 1950s." strarts and simplifies his subject of a man seated COLLECTION: Opens Sept.I7:

In both pieces, Hogan portrays the after-ser-

vices goings-on as a veritable bacchanal ofwrith-
dancing figures, all of them nude.
In “Chitlins’ Supper,” Hogan's take on anothet
Sunday aftemoon tradition, a similar nude cast of
characters appears around tahles. Chit-
lins, regarded by some as a delicacy and by others
as a throwback to the days when slaves were giv-
en the intestines when a hog was slaughtered, oc-
cupy an equivocal place in black culture.

Hogan, creator of the coniroversial minstrel
show public artwork for the 2002 Avenue of the
Ans, knows how to push people's buttons, His

abers fo bn weoealea feoch thrnaht an recefved veri-

at a bus stop, displaying Mercer's willingness to
push the boundaries of representation in the in-
terest of formal impact.

High demonstrates his command of the collo-

10 arn,-4 pum. Tuesday-Thurs-
day; 10 a.m,-3 p.m. Friday-
Saturday; 1 am.-S pum. Sunday;
choses Nov, 28, Kemper Mu-

graph (relief printing) process and pays tribute to seum of Contemporary Art,

jcan power icons in “Cryptic Mask No. 6” and 4420 Warwick www.Nemper
N ic Mask No. 7." High tries his hand at wa- X art.ory (31&15;45?541 ™
tercolor in “Two Sisters. mllmm mlmn_

Spriith shows two masterful watetcolors celebrat-
ing the social and commercial history of the 18th
and Vine District and a pair of colorful Afiican-in-
spired chargers combining figurative and abstract
of the hlack artists of the Light in the Dther Room,

Opening -9 p.m. Sept. 17,10
aum.-& pum. Monday-Friday, 10
am.-5 pum, Saturday. Leopold
Galtery, 327 E. 55th, www.beo-
pold gallery.com (816-333-
il 1]



